UNIT I

THE ADVENTURE OF GROWING UP

Bob was almost as tall as his father. He was growing up
fast. He said, "I have more responsibilities now. When
my father is away I'm in charge, next to my mother. It's
up to me to go to bed on time and get up on time. It's up
to me to do my homework and not loaf. I take care of my
brother, too, whenever he goes anywhere with me/' Bob
was growing up in many ways.

Growing up began when you were a baby. You have
already passed through childhood. Now you are in your
teens, or will be soon. This is an in-between time of life.
You have one hand reaching back to childhood and the
other hand reaching forward toward the grown-up world.
Sometimes you feel and act like a child; at other times
you feel and act like a grown up. How can you learn to
handle your mixed feelings?

